
 

POLICY:  TORNADO WARNING RESPONSE 
 

Hadley Township Fire Department 
Policy #114 

 
 

I. PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of this document is to outline a uniform department response in the event of a tornado warning. 

 
II. SCOPE 

 
This order shall apply to all personnel sworn and non-sworn. This guideline supercedes all previous 
documents concerning the same subject matter and becomes effective immediately. Non-compliance with 
this policy constitutes a violation of employment duty only, except in which cases of non-compliance is also 
a violation of laws of the State of Michigan. Therefore, violation of this policy shall form the basis of this 
employer’s disciplinary action with this Department. 

 
III. APPARATUS PLACEMENT & MANPOWER DUTIES 
 

In the event that Lapeer County or the Hadley Township Fire Department is toned for a Tornado Warning all 
Hadley Township Fire Department personnel are required to respond to the station. To effectively utilize 
department resources, apparatus and personnel shall respond in the following manner: 

 
1. Apparatus 7-21, 7-52 and 7-22 will remain on standby at the station. 

 
2. Personnel at the station will keep all bay doors open. 

 
3. Personnel at the station will monitor the sky in all directions from the parking lot. 

 
4. Personnel at the station will report any and all power outages to units in the field utilizing the Hadley 

Administrative channel. 
 

5. Apparatus 7-41 and 7-31 will respond to the parking lot of the township offices and Ivory road at 
Pratt road…or another location designated by the commanding officer. Both apparatus shall be 
ready to respond to incidents. 

 
6. Two members will respond with 7-31 and an officer only or two members or will respond with 7-41. 

 
7. Whenever possible, each location should have medical equipment as well as personnel trained in 

fire suppression and medical response.   
  
 
IV. REPORTING FUNNEL CLOUDS & TORNADOS 
 

In the event of spotting a Funnel Cloud (rotating funnel shaped cloud formation that is NOT touching the 
ground) or Tornado (rotating cloud formation that touches the ground) immediately inform Central Dispatch 
in the following manner: 

 
1. Identify apparatus reporting. 
 
2. What type of condition (Funnel Cloud or Tornado). 

 
3. General location (crossroads work best or landmarks, i.e. Downtown Hadley). 

 
4. Direction storm is moving. 

 
5. Approximate speed (fast, slow, 30mph, etc.). 

 



 

In the event of spotting a Funnel Cloud or Tornado approaching your vehicle, abandon all vehicles and take 
cover. NEVER ATTEMPT TO OUTRUN A FUNNEL CLOUD OR TORNADO!  Wind speeds and direction 
can rapidly change. 

 
V. INCIDENT MITIGATION & RADIO TRAFFIC 
 

A. Normal Storm Damage: 
 

In the event that there is damage as a result of adverse weather (wires down, trees blocking roads, 
trees/utilities on fire, etc.)  Report incidents to Central Dispatch until a Command Post has been established 
at Station 7. Once an Incident Commander (IC) has established command all communications in the field 
will be directed to the IC or Command Post designated by the IC utilizing the Hadley Administration channel 
or an incident channel as assigned.  
 
The IC or designee will be responsible for contacting the appropriate utilities, communicating with Central 
Dispatch, and maintaining the Personnel Accountability System. 
 
In the event that numerous wires are down—tape off incident areas with the least chance of contact with the 
public and respond to the next incident if appropriate. 

 
B. Structure Fires & Collapse 

 
In the event that there is a structure fire or collapse due to severe weather an incident channel may be 
utilized. 

 
C. No Available Incident Channels 

 
In the event that all available incident channels have been taken and the Hadley Township Fire Department 
has been toned to a structure fire: 

 
1. Apparatus call enroute & on scene utilizing Fire Central 

2. An Officer or 7-21 will inform Central Dispatch that all traffic will be handled on the Hadley 
Administration channel. 

 
3. If another department is available for mutual aid a Hadley handheld radio will be distributed to each 

arriving mutual aid apparatus 
 
VI. RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

It shall be the responsibility of each fire department member to fully comply with the provisions of this 
standard. 
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